Midterm Review – 2010 – Ms. Neville’s Seniors


The following terms are all likely to appear on your midterm. 

	TERM
	DEFINITION

	scop


	

	druid


	

	epic


	

	epic hero


	

	animism


	

	caesura


	

	frame story


	

	cuckolding story


	

	romance story


	

	miracle play


	

	morality play


	

	mystery play


	

	ballad


	

	allegory


	

	exemplum


	

	renaissance


	

	humanism


	

	The Protestant Reformation


	

	parallel construction


	

	essay


	

	pastoral poem


	

	sonnet


	

	quatrain


	

	couplet


	

	octave


	

	sestet


	

	turn


	


Use your notes, handouts, book, etc. to answer the following questions. If you can do so, you’re probably in good shape for the Anglo-Saxon and Middle Ages portions of the exam. 

1.) What elements are necessary to make a long narrative poem an epic? List at least three. 

2.) What does the term in medias res mean? 

3.) List at least three tribes who lived in England before or during the Beowulf poet’s time. 

4.) What is the term the Anglo-Saxons used for a bard / storyteller? Hint: it literally means “shaper”. 

5.) What literary devices were very important in Anglo-Saxon poetry? Why? List at least three. 

6.) Why is Beowulf an important piece of literature for Western culture? 

7.) Explain religious beliefs/practices of the Anglo-Saxon people. 

8.) Describe Grendel’s lair as it appears in Beowulf.
9.) What three battles did Beowulf fight? List them in order.

10.) How much time passed between the second and third battles, and why is that significant?

11.) What event (battle) began the shift from the Anglo-Saxon time period to the Middle Ages?

12.) What were three problems during the Middle Ages?

13.) According to the Wife of Bath’s Tale, what do women want above all else?

14.) Which of the seven deadly sins does the Pardoner’s Tale focus on as a human weakness?

15.) What language(s) influenced English during the Middle Ages?

16.) Who wrote The Canterbury Tales, and what did he do for the English language?

17.) Briefly recount the events of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. 

Also review your Renaissance notes, handouts, etc.!

VOCABULARY: The following list includes the only vocabulary words you have studied this semester that might appear on the midterm. You may have to fit the words into pre-written sentences, choose the correct definition, write a paragraph correctly using the words, complete analogies, or choose correct synonyms/antonyms. You may also need to explain words’ relationships to each other, know parts of speech, be able to manipulate usage (change part of speech/verb tense), etc.  

NOUNS:
multitudes

concord

disposition

impediment 

hyperbole

synod

concubine

covetousness

contrition

discourse

cognate

degenerate

repertory

celerity

alacrity

demise

VERBS:

condemn

whet

prevail

remit

surmise

dissuade

cuckold

brandish

assay

incite

perturb

transfigure

feign

engender

inveigh

ADJECTIVES:
diabolical

vehement

emblematic

methodical

episodic

efficacious

piteous

transitory

righteous

affectation

treachery

duly

subtle

solicitous

exigent

