NOTES & QUOTES:  Frankenstein   Letters and Chapters 1-4

· Letters 1-4: See notes from yesterday
· Chapter 1: Victor tells about his family history

· He had a very happy childhood and was from a respected family

· His father was much older than his mother. How they met/got married: __________________________________________

· Elizabeth Lavenza, who he called a “cousin,” was adopted by his family. 

· Explain how this happened:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe her personality and how people felt about her: _____ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Important quotes from ch. 1: 

· Chapter 2: Background of Victor’s philosophical standpoints

· Friendship with Henry Clerval 

· Describe their differences: ________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Fond memories of childhood

· List a few: _____________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________

· Power of nature & destiny/fate

· Explain/ provide evidence: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Important quotes from ch. 2: 

· Chapter 3: The birth of his big idea; transition to school (Ingolstadt)

· Death of Victor’s mother (Caroline Beaufort Frankenstein)

· Introduction of M. Waldman
· Introduction of M. Krempe, who tells Victor that he needs to unlearn everything he knows and reeducate himself

· Why? _____________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· How do you think this could have happened? _____________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

· How are the two professors described? What theme does this support? __________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The immense power of science! Find a quotation to support this theme: _________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Important quotes from Ch. 3: 

· Chapter 4: Knowledge into application; danger of knowledge 

· Victor learns quickly and impresses everyone

· He figures out how to create life from inanimate objects

· The idea of being a father of a race of new creatures

Important Quotes from Ch. 4: 

“ To examine the causes of life, we must first have recourse to death.” P. 37

(on p. 38, Victor describes the moment he discovered the secret to creating life from non-life)

“”Learn from me, if not by my precepts, at least by my example, how dangerous is the acquirement of knowledge and how much happier that man is who believes his native town to be the world, than he who aspires to become greater than his will allow.” – p. 39

“A human being in perfection ought always to preserve a calm and peaceful mind and never to allow passion or a transitory desire to disturb his tranquility. I do not think the pursuit of knowledge is the exception to this rule. If the study to which you apply yourself has a tendency to weaken your affections and to destroy your taste for those simple pleasures in which no alloy can possibly mix, then that study is certainly unlawful, that is to say, not befitting the human mind. If this rule were always observed; if no man allowed any pursuit whatsoever to interfere with the tranquility of his domestic transactions, Greece had not been enslaved, Caesar would have spared his country, America would have been discovered more gradually, and the empires of Mexico and Peru would not have been destroyed.”  - p. 41-42

