BRAVE NEW WORLD   STUDYGUIDE


NAME:________________________

Chapter 1

1.) What is the World State’s motto?

2.) In what year does this chapter take place? When would this be according to our present dating system?

3.) How are people classified in this society? 

4.) How does the introduction of Henry Foster give a businesslike feeling to the hatchery procedure?

5.) What does Lenina’s reaction to the Director’s familiarity show about their relationship?

Chapter 2

1.) What age and social group of infants is being conditioned?

2.) What is the first conditioning method used? The second?

3.) Why must the lower groups be conditioned to go to the country?

4.) What two words are considered “dirty”?

5.) How is Reuben Rabinovitch able to recite the entire G.B. Shaw lecture?

6.) Why were the early sleep-teaching experiments abandoned? When was hypnopaedia first used successfully?

7.) How often must each hypnopaedic lesson repeated to be successful?

8.) The Director says that wordless conditioning is crude and wholesale. What reasons does he give for this?

9.) Whose suggestions are incorporated into the children’s minds?

Chapter 3

1.) What are the only new games the Controllers now approve? Why?

2.) Who is the stranger who appears and startles the Director?

3.) Why is Bernard Marx upset with Henry Foster’s talk? 

4.) What has been advised for Fanny Crowne to relieve her depression?

5.) What other name is Our Ford known by? When is this name used?

6.) What does Controller Mustapha Mond talk about that shocks the students? 

7.) Why is Fanny worried about Lenina’s dating habits?

8.) Why is Bernard shunned by most people? What is the purpose of Lenina’s Malthusian belt? Why must she wear it? 

9.) What is soma?

Chapter 4

2.) Where is Lenina when he tries to discuss the New Mexico trip with Bernard?

3.) Why is Bernard embarrassed by Lenina’s conversation?

4.) What is the difference in the way Bernard and Lenina look at the warm blue sky when they reach the roof?

5.) When Benito sees that Bernard is in a bad mood, he blames it on what?

6.) Why did Bernard hate it when he had contact with lower caste groups? 

7.) Describe Helmholtz Watson. What caste system is he in? 

8.) Compare Helmholtz and Bernard: how are they similar? What contributes to their isolation?

9.) What emotion is Helmholtz hiding?

10.) Why does Helmholtz say, “Poor little Bernard”? 

Chapter 5

1.) In what type of housing are the lower castes? How are the Alphas and Betas housed?

2.) Compare the recreation and social activities of the lower castes with those of the upper castes. 

3.) What is done with the dead in the New World?

4.) How does Lenina demonstrate that her childhood conditioning has been effective?

5.) What does Lenina ask Henry about as she is getting ready to sleep with him?

6.) Explain the Solidarity Group Meetings. 

Chapter 6

1.) Over the storm water of the English Channel, what desires does Bernard express to Lenina?


2.) List three adjectives to describe Lenina’s personality. 

3.) The Director (Tomakin) tells Bernard of a visit he made to the New Mexico Indian Reservation 20 years ago. What unusual thing happened there?

4.) Bernard learns that he is going to be deported to Iceland. Why?

5.) Rephrase Lenina’s saying, “Was and will make me ill. I take a gramme and only am.”

6.) To what does Henry Foster compare Bernard?

7.) What does Bernard want Lenina to do on their first afternoon together?

8.) How does Bernard frighten Lenina during their return over the English Channel?

9.) What is the Director’s attitude toward Bernard’s trip to the Reservation?

10.) What does the Director sometimes dream about regarding his experience at the Reservation?

Chapter 7

1.) Why doesn’t Lenina like the Indian guide?

2.) To what does Lenina compare the top of the mesa?

3.) What shocks Lenina about the old man?

4.) How does Bernard try to appear strong and brave?

5.) Of what doe the old drums remind Lenina?

6.) How does the new Savage appear different?

7.) What about Lenina fascinates the blonde Indian?

8.) Why is Bernard so excited with the answers the Savage gives to his questions?

9.) List three conditions Lenina dislikes about the reservation. how are these conditions contrary to what she has been taught and conditioned to believe/do?

10.) What is they purpose of the whipping ceremony Bernard and Lenina witness?

11.) John (The Savage) reveals that he was born on the Reservation. Who is his father, and where is he now?

12.) Linda describes ways in which she cannot reconcile her way of life in the Other Place with that of the Reservation. List ways that seem to trouble her most. 

Chapter 8

1.) What is one of John’s earliest memories?

2.) What do the women do to Linda for her promiscuity?

3.) When John calls Linda “Mother”, what does she do? What does he always call her after that?

4.) Why does John often turn to the old men of the tribe?

5.) Why is John always in ragged clothes? What is his solace?

6.) What book does Popé bring for John?

7.) Why does Linda suffer dislike and rejection on the Reservation? Why do women especially dislike her?

8.) What is mescal, and how does it help Linda?

9.) From what sources has John obtained his education?

10.) When John was sixteen, he went with the Indian boys to a puberty ceremony. Describe what happened and how it affected John. 

11.) What do Bernard and John have in common?

